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Senior White House offi- shifted to the office of the 
- cials, stunned by ■ President presidency itself — and - deci- 

Nixon’s admission of com- sively away from its current 
plieity in the Watergate 1 occupant, 
coverup, are dismayed at his Sadness and pity, tem- 
apparently steadfast refusal . P ere d sometimes toy a sense 
to .resign, according to in- personal betrayal, are evi- 
formed sources. ' dent in . the conversations 

Mr. Nixon’s principal dep- now taking place in corri- 
uties, including White dors and offices of the exec- 
House chief of staff Alexam uilve mansion, 
der M. Haig Jr., are thus But tw .° other attitudes, 
moving toward independent revealed in extensive inter- 

assumption of day-to-day views with members of the 
control of the executive White House staff in the 
branch, the sources said, Past '48 hours, seem more 
while the President con- Pervasive: uncertainty, and 
ducts what some top aides ^ determination that the or- 
regard as a hopeless strug- derly process of government 
gle to remain in office. continue. — 

The intense loyalty once There are guarded state- 
extended to Richard M. men . ts and reluctant eonfir- 
Nixon by his White House ma tions, generally in the 
staff, Presidential aides re- m °st restrained language, 
ported yesterday, has now See STAFF, A6, Col. 1 
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that the President is under 
great psychological' str.ain. 

“I don’t mean to be alarm- 
ist,” one/source with first- 
hand knowledge said, “and 
it ha| jte^tfd~§St(T' delicately, 
but the President will not 
listen to anyone, not really 
listen . . . He’s serene, I’d 
say serene, but not in touch 
■ with reality.” 

Privately, Haig has told 
high-level members of the 
White House staff that he 
perceives his mission as in- 
suring that the decision- 
making requirements of the 
presidency be met in the 
absence of effective leader- 
ship by Mr. Nixon. 

Late Monday, more than 
100 presidential aides and 
assistants rallied around the 
exhausted White House 
chief of staff, giving him an 
extended ovation when he 
told them that their task is 
to continue the business of 
government in a time of 
doubt and concern. 

Significantly, informed 
sources reported, Haig made 
no explicit attempt to tie his 
function or that of the 
White House staff to Mr. 
Nixon’s continuing determi- 
nation to remain in office. 

Following Haig’s meeting 
with members of the White 
House staff, one presidential 
assistant observed: “We now 
have something more than a 
caretaker government, some- 
thing less than government 
fully committed to Nixon as 
President.” 

Another senior aide, some- 
one whose loyalty to the 
President has always been > 
unfailing, compared Mr,' v 
Nixon’s demeanor to that of • - 
Captain Queeg — the erratic 
Navy captain of the Caine 
Mutiny, relieved by his sec- 
ond-in-command as his ship 
swirled leaderless in the to^ f . t 
rent of a typhoon. ' ;. 

One of the President’s. , 
principal deputies, was ; ' 
asked about, the Captain '< 
Queeg characterization .yes- - 
terday and answered that 
he would not quarrel with.-* 
the comparison, “Just re- 
member that the govern- 
ment will go on,” he said. - 

In their .^'conversations, ' 
presidential aides , seemed 
particularly concerned, 
about Mr. Nixon’s apparent 
refusal to heed the counsel " 
of some of his closest depu- ; 
ties that he should r esign An 



order to save himself, if not 
the country,. fronr>hat they 
regard as tlio- agony of im- - 
peachment land trial by the ’ 
Senate. 

Even in the White House, 
it is difficult to find anyone 
who seriously believes the 
President would be acquit- 
ted by the Senate, according 
to these aides. But they 
come to varying conclusions 
about Mr. Nixon’s percep- 
tion of the situation. 

One source with access to 
the President said Mr. 
Nixon seems realistic about 
his chances and expects to 
be removed from office. 
“But he is willing to be hu- 



miliated by it,” this source 
said. “It is almost as if he 
feels he has to be humili- 
ated by it, to go down the 
road ail the way.” 

Another White House 
aide, expressing the con- 
trary view that the Presi- 
dent is not' yet convinced his 
situation is hopeless, - ' said 
there is dismay on the pres- 
idential staff — but not re- 
sentment — about such an as- 
sessment by Mr. Nixon. 

“He won’t resign and 
we’re accepting that,” the 
aide said. “It’s his decision 
and there is a great sympa- 
thy for his position . . . This 
is the man we’ve served, and 
believed in for years.” ; 

Another White House aide 
cautioned that the situation 
could change at any given 
moment and predicted that 
the President will be forced 
to resign in coming weeks 
as he “becomes more aware” 
of the full weight of public 
and congressional pressure. 

At this point, several per- 
sons close to the situation- 
observed, Mr. Nixon seems 
to have made a concerted at- 
tempt to wall himself off 
from those of his former po-i 
litical supporters who are; 
known, to be counseling res- 
ignation. ' 

They noted that when two 
of the. President’s top advis- 
ers, Watergate lawyer 
James,' D. St. Clair and 
speechwriter ,. Patrick Bu - 
chanan, suggested through 
an intermediary to Mr.. Nist ' 
on on Sunday that- hewrtson- 

sWer resignatioir-aS^s’jHiIy . 

" viable alternative, -the .Presi- 
dent responded in words to : 

. the- effect -that’. ’^I wish I 
, had heard - something else.’” 
One nerson' familiar , with - 



" Sunday’s” meeting at.Cafap" 
David observed afterwards: ; 

: “He didn’t r %j|te u hdef stSh'd 
alj that. He_wo.uldn’t believe 
dll this is’happening.” 
v ...Sirtce then, another source, 
said. the ; President has • se- 
cluded 'himself “from . the 
feal political experts - who • 
whuld telThim^.-i tothke a . 

. walk. He., won’t talk - to the 
-people with , the background . 
arid .kriowlefige who would l 
give him some straight ad- 
vice.” ‘ ' 

. .-^Agreeing with thi's view, 
.bije . White i;il ouse aide said 
the President’s admission o£ r : 
■ complicity in- the Watergate' 
-.caver-up’ hf|* .given .Mr.’ 
Nixon a sense "of relie Pat fi- 
nally telling the truth — but. 
that the - President prefers 
•not to dwell on its possible 
consequences." 

; . ; ^;:^fter^thri' -'release of the 
’President’s new self-incrimi- 
nating tape transcript evi- 
dence on Monday, this-aide , 
said Mr. Nixon “walked as if ■ 
a burden was lifted.” ? 

Another source spoke of 
President Nixon “living a lie 
for the last two years,” dur- 
ing which he repeatedly in- 
sisted to the public he was 
ignorant of the Watergate 
•cover-up. The same source, 
said Mr. Nixon had privately 
assumed the same dogged 
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insistence on his innocence „ 
in contacts with’ Cabinet of- 
ficers, close aides, friends 
and congressional leaders. 
He even .went to the extent, 
this source said, of “taking 
people by the lapels and 
shaking them to emphasize 
the point.” N 

“It was a hoax,” a differ- 
ent White House aide said 
yesterday, “a total hoax and 
I feel sorry for the man.” 
Referring to Mr. Nixon’s 
statement Monday that “the 
record, ih its entirety, does 
not justify the extreme step 
of impeachment and removal > 
of a President,” another 
source observed: “Somehow 
he thinks that his act of con- 
trition is-going to bring him 
absolution in the Senate . . . 
He is going to look ridicu- 
lous to all of us after a 
while.” : 

Two high-level White House 
officials cautioned yester- 
day, however, that addition-, 
al information damaging to 
Mr. Nixon is contained in at 




least one more of tne t>4 tape 
recordings the President has 
agreed, under a Supreme 
Court order, to surrender 
to U.S. District Court Judge 
John J. Sirica and, volun- 
tarily, to the U.S. Senate for 
an impeachment trial. 1 .•* 

In addition, both officials 
spoke of “astonishing” things 1 
that have happened in the 1 
White House in the past sev- j 
eral months, and one said: 
“This last phase of the cov- -! 
er-up will he . an amazing . I 
story.” "j-,V f '-j 

The two officials indi- i 
cated that the so-called “last 
phase” began on July 24, 
the date of the unanimous 
Supreme Court decision [ 
ordering that the 64 tapes 
be surrendered. ..The -Presi-- 
dent, they said; argued with 
his senior aides 'that he 
should not comply with the 
court’s order. (“He was the 
only one who considered 
defying the order,” a presi- 
dential lawyer said, “...and 
that shows how far things 
had gone.”) 

Only after presidential 
counsel St. Clair had threat- 
ened to resign if Mr. Nixon 
refused to comply did the 
President, agree to obey the 
court’s order, the two of- 
ficials said. 

Then, two days later, 
Judge Sirica extracted a 
promise from St. Clair that j 
the President’s lawyer would ~ 
listen to jthe tapes himself 
for the first time. Until that 
point, the officials said, St. 
Clair -had; complained to col- 
leagues that the President 
would not give him access 
to some evidence. Mr. Nixon 
had instead w a s t e d St. 
Clair’s time in long, ram- 
bling discussion^- during 
which the President insisted 
on making the key legal de- 



cisions, according to the 
officials. 

But Sirica’s order to St. 
Clair altered that situation 
and soon afterwards the 
President’s lawyer . learned i 
the devastating “Contents of 1 
the June 23, 1972, tapes: Mr. 
Nixon’s own recorded admis- 
sion that he approved a 
cover-up of the facts of 
Watergate to hide involve- 
ment of his own aides. ~ • 

Because the President had 
listened to these tapes this 
May, at a time when St. Clair 
was trying to fashion Mr. 
Nixon’s anti-impeachment de- 
fense, St. Clair insisted that 
the President release trans- 
cripts of the damaging re- 
cordings, the officials said. 
And St. Clair also insisted 
that the transcripts be ac- 
companied by a presidential 
■statement making it clear 
that, St. Clair was not a party 
to withholding such informa- 
tion from the House Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

“The President readily 
agreed to St. Clair’s re- 
quest,” one source said Mon- 
day. ;.r. : 

Meanwhile, another source 
said this week that one of 
the President’s attorneys has 
recommended that' Mr. Nix- 
on attempt to plea bargain 
with the special prosecutor’s 
office, exchanging his resig- 
nation for immunity from 
prosecution. It is not known 
whether that recommenda- 
tion has reached the Presi- 
dent. 

Expressing -what appear- 
ed to be a consensus of the 
White House staff, one mid- 
dle-level White House aide 
said yesterday: “We’re ready 
for an orderly transition of 
power — whenever that 
comes.”' 




